
Day Hiking in Washington’s Olympic National Park:

From the Mountains to the Ocean and Rainforest

August 12, 2022 – August 20, 2022 (trip# 2265)

Washington Coast in Olympic National Park (Photo by Zetong Li on Unsplash)
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Overview

Join us for an unforgettable week day-hiking and exploring Olympic National Park with
its incredible diversity of ecosystems, elevation, precipitation, flora and fauna.
Glacier-capped mountains rise to nearly 8,000 feet. Old-growth forests of Sitka spruce,
Douglas fir, western hemlock, and western red cedar receive abundant rainfall (up to
140 inches in some areas) and are home to elk, blacktail deer, mountain goats, black
bear and marmot.  Over 70 miles of wild coast provide coves and rookeries for sea lions
and sea birds, and feature dramatic views of offshore sea stacks and arches.

Our adventure starts and ends in Seattle, Washington. During our week together we
will experience each distinct region of the National Park, which is located to the west on
the Olympic Peninsula. First, we will drive roughly two hours to the town of Sequim, our
base for hikes that explore the mountains and valleys in the eastern and central
sections of the park. After three days of hiking, we will take a “rest” day and plan to
travel by ferry from nearby Port Angeles to Victoria, British Columbia, frequently named
one of the top-20 travel destinations in the world. After leaving Sequim we will drive 2
1/2 hours to Kalaloch Lodge, located at a spectacular setting directly on the Pacific
Ocean, stopping in the late morning for a hike in the Hoh Rainforest. The following day,
we will hike The Shipwreck Coast, to experience this incredible scenery. Finally, we will
drive back to Seattle, stopping along the way to climb Mt. Ellinore, a strenuous climb to
one of the best views in the eastern Olympic Mountains.  We will finish the day with a
farewell dinner.

August is a great time to explore the national park, as it tends to be a dry time of year
and the wild flowers should still be in bloom.
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Map of our adventure on the Olympic Peninsula

Trip Difficulty

This trip is rated Vigorous and is geared towards the outdoors adventurer and
experienced hiker. You must be able to hike 5 to 11 miles per day with elevation gains
between 1700 feet and 3500 feet over the course of 5 to 7 hours, while carrying enough
equipment to keep you safe in the event of bad weather or injury. Due to a 100-yard
narrow stretch across a landslide on one of the hikes, this trip is not recommended for
anyone with a strong fear of heights.  We will hike at a moderate pace, which will permit
time for photos and rest breaks.
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Daily Itinerary

The itinerary below describes our daily plans.  The description is what the leaders have
planned at the time of writing.  Various factors may require changes for reasons of
safety, transportation or lodging availability, and unforeseeable circumstances (such as
weather considerations, natural disasters in areas to be visited, or recommendations of
governmental agencies). The leaders reserve the right to make such changes as
necessary, both before and during the trip.  The leaders will always make decisions that
prioritize the safety of the group.

Day 1 - Friday August 12, 2022

Fly to Seattle, Washington.  After meeting at the airport, we will rent vehicles and drive
roughly 2 hours to Sequim, Washington, where we will stay at a motel near Olympic
National Park for 5 nights. En route we will purchase lunch supplies and other
provisions at a local supermarket, then enjoy a group dinner after settling into our
motel.

Day 2 - Saturday August 13, 2022

Our adventure starts with a hike to the crest of Klahhane Ridge, a ragged and rocky
ridge with dramatic views. We will immediately begin with a steep climb up open slopes
with a myriad of wildflowers, including lupines and magenta paintbrush.  This is
excellent habitat for mountain goats, deer, marmots, and chipmunks. After 1.5 miles,
and 1400 feet of climbing, we will reach Victor Pass at 5840 feet, where we start our
exciting walk along the exposed ledges and precipitous cliffs of Klahhane Ridge. The
trail will dip a little then climb to a 6046 ft knoll.  This is a good turnaround spot because
the trail drops off steeply after this point. Before and after the hike, we may spend time
at the Hurricane Ridge visitor center.

5.2 miles, Elevation gain 1,700’
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Hurricane Ridge (photo by Ron Janowitz)

Day 3 - Sunday August 14, 2022

Today we will make a steady ascent of Pyramid Mountain (3,125 feet), a smaller peak
on the northern boundary of the park. Our hike, partially through a forest of hemlock
and red cedar, provides sweeping views of Lake Crescent, directly below us, and the
rugged summits of Mt. Storm King and Happy Lake Ridge. We will also view the Strait
of Juan de Fuca. If it’s clear enough, we may see the snow-covered summit of Mt.
Baker rising above the Cascades. A World War II enemy airplane spotter cabin still sits
on the precipitous summit.  Note that this hike is not for anyone afraid of heights as
there is a 100-yard section over a landslide where the trail is about 1-2 feet wide.  If
time permits after we descend, we may take a short hike along the north shore of Lake
Crescent on the Spruce Railroad Trail, an old rail bed built before World War I.

7.0 miles, Elevation gain 2,400’
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Day 4 - Monday August 15, 2022
This wonderful hike to Marmot Pass (5,980 feet) offers great variety that includes
towering old growth forest, a tumbling river, alpine meadows, wildflowers, and views
of craggy spires that exceed 7,000 feet. We will see stunted white bark pines that
only grow in a few places in the Olympic Mountains. The pass is one of the best
viewing spots in the Olympics, with the Hood Canal, Puget Sound, the Cascades to
the east, the deep canyon of the Dungeness River below, and flanked by a wall of
some of the highest summits in the Olympics.

10.6 miles, Elevation gain: 3,450’.

Marmot Pass (photo by Bill Wheeler)

Day 5 - Tuesday August 16, 2022

Our plan at this time is to drive to nearby Port Angeles and take the 90-minute ferry
(without vehicles) across the Strait of Juan de Fuca to spend the day in Victoria, British
Columbia. The wide variety of attractions, most within easy walking distance of the ferry
terminal, include: Provincial Parliament Buildings, Royal BC Museum, Thunderbird Park

6



totem poles, Victoria Bug Zoo and Christ Church Cathedral. In addition, the Butchart
Gardens, one of the world’s premier floral show gardens, can be visited by taking a
30-minute shuttle bus ride.  Once in Victoria, all activities are optional and at the
participant’s expense.  We will have an early dinner and return to Port Angeles on the
7:30 pm ferry.  If the ferry is not running or there are testing requirements to enter
Canada or return to the US, we will find an alternate optional activity for the day.

Butchart Gardens Near Victoria (Photo by George Schott)

Day 6 - Wednesday August 17, 2022

After an early breakfast we will check out of our hotel in Sequim, and drive about 2 1/2
hours west and south to the magnificent remote rainforest valley area of the national
park. We will start at the Hoh Rainforest Visitor Center, and hike roughly 11 miles
out-and-back. Along the way, we will see many Sitka spruce, some with hanging club
mosses. In certain spots, we will have views of the Hoh River and heavily forested
ridges. If time permits, we will do the .8 mile Hall of Mosses Trail on our return and
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check out the Visitor Center. Afterward, we will drive about an hour to Kalaloch Lodge,
a national park concessionaire property situated directly on the Pacific Ocean where
we will spend 2 nights.

11 miles, Elevation gain: 300’.

In Hoh Rainforest (photo by Saul Rothstein)

Day 7 - Thursday August 18, 2022

Today we will explore The Shipwreck Coast, a wild and beautiful coastline stretching 20
miles from Rialto Beach in the south to Sand Point in the north. We will hike
out-and-back  approximately 7.6 mi. along the beach, tidal conditions permitting,
starting from Rialto Beach. Our planned turnaround point will be the Chilean Memorial,
commemorating the wreck of the schooner W.J. Pirrie, a cargo vessel of the Chilean
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Registry. It went down in a winter storm in 1920 resulting in the loss of the entire crew.
If conditions are sufficiently clear, we will see Cake Rock, a major stack that rises far
out to sea. We may also see the more ragged crest of Dahdayla Island rising closer to
the beach. Today’s start and finish times are timed to the tides to make sure we are not
isolated by the rising tide. Note that breakfast is on your own today.  You can either eat
in your room or at the lodge restaurant if it is open early enough for a 7:45 departure.

7.6 miles, Elevation gain: None.

Washington Coast (photo by Michael Wainer)

Day 8 - Friday August 19, 2022

We will eat breakfast in our rooms to allow a very early start for a long day that brings us
back to Seattle via an exciting final hike.  We will drive a southern route to complete our
counter-clockwise circuit around the Olympic Mountains, stopping after roughly 3 hours
to climb the extremely steep Mt. Ellinore.  This jagged summit provides some of the best
views in the eastern Olympic Mountains.  After our hike we will drive east another 2 ½
hours to our motel near the Seattle airport and celebrate our week with a farewell dinner
nearby.

4.4 miles, Elevation gain: 2,244’.
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Day 9 - Saturday August 20, 2022

The trip ends after breakfast.  Our hotel has 24-hour complimentary shuttle service to
the Sea-Tac International Airport nearby.

Hiking Summary

Day Date Hike
Distance
(Miles)

Time*
(hrs)

Gain
(feet)

2 Sat., 8/13 Klahhane Ridge 5.2 4 1/2 1700
3 Sun., 8/14 Pyramid Mountain 7.0 5 1/2 2400
4 Mon. 8/15 Marmot Pass 10.6 7 1/2 3450
5 Tue. 8/16 Rest Day --- --- ---
6 Wed. 8/17 Hoh Rainforest 11.0 6 300
7 Thu. 8/18 Shipwreck Coast 7.6 4 ---
8 Fri. 8/19 Mt. Ellinore 4.4 4 2244

* The times are walking times only. They do not include photo stops or lunch.

PARTICIPANT PROFILE AND EXPECTATIONS
You should have a keen interest in cultural explorations and enjoy strenuous hiking with
considerable elevation gain and loss every day.  You need to be prepared to commit
yourself to keeping in shape between the
time you sign up for the trip to the time
you depart on it. The trip is geared
towards the outdoors adventurer who is
very fit and can hike all day at a
moderate pace.

You should recognize that you may find
yourself in closer quarters or be less
comfortable than you are used to at
home. You should make it a priority to
help others on the trip which will ensure a
good experience for everyone.

Relaxing together after a great day on the trail
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ACCOMMODATIONS
During our trip we will stay in 3 locations. For the first 5 nights we stay in a motel in
Sequim, then two nights in the atmospheric Kalaloch Lodge on the Pacific Coast.  Our
last night will be spent in a motel near the Sea-Tac International airport.

Kalaloch Lodge (photo by Michael Wainer)

MEALS

Hot and cold breakfast buffets are available in our hotels in Sequim and near the
Seattle Airport. At Kalaloch Lodge, breakfast may be available in the restaurant, or
hikers may eat in their rooms. Everyone will prepare their own lunches using groceries
purchased at local supermarkets and smaller markets we will visit for “group shopping
outings.” On the day we visit Victoria, hikers will have the option to eat lunch in a
restaurant or pack a lunch. We will have dinner every night at nearby restaurants.
Some will include the entire group and others will be smaller with carpooling
coordinated by the leaders.
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AIRLINES AND TRAVEL
Plan to arrive at the Seattle airport by noon on August 12 at the latest to allow sufficient
time to drive to the town of Sequim, get groceries, settle in, and have our first group
dinner. Additional details about arrival times and meeting in Seattle will be supplied
later.  The trip leaders will assist you with information on flights from Boston, NYC, and
other points. Day 5 (Our “off” day) we will take a ferry from Port Angeles to Victoria,
British Columbia, where one will need to carry their up-to-date passport. The trip ends in
Seattle after breakfast on August 20. Of course, you may arrive early or extend your
trip. Do not make any non-refundable travel plans until told to do so by the leaders.

Local travel will be in rented vehicles, driven by leaders and volunteer participants.  We
may ask you in advance if you are willing to help out with the driving.  All drivers,
including the leaders, are screened in advance by the AMC to confirm their safe driving
records.

WEATHER
August is a great time to explore the National Park as the snow on the higher elevations
where we will be hiking should have melted and it is one of the driest times of the year.
Still, given that we will be hiking in a rainforest, we will probably encounter some
precipitation. Generally, we can expect daytime highs in the 50s and 60s at lower
elevations and progressively cooler temperatures as we ascend.

AMC MISSION

AMC Adventure Travel trips are run in a manner supportive of and consistent with the
conservation, recreational and educational principles and mission of the club.  The
leaders will encourage participant conduct consistent with Leave No Trace
environmental and conservation principles and local regulations.

PHOTOGRAPHY

For those interested, this excursion can involve more than a splendid hiking trip. Dan is
a semi-professional photographer whose work has been exhibited and published many
times. If you are a seasoned photographer or a budding novice, or just curious, Dan is
happy to share his perspective and knowledge. When convenient, he will try to be out in
the early morning and early evening light to take advantage of the best times for
photography. Participants are always welcome to join him.
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TRIP COST
The trip price is $2500 for AMC members and $2600 for non-members. Non-members
can join for $100, and get the same price (see Join AMC for membership information).
This will cover the following items:

● Lodging, all dinners, all but two breakfasts
● All transportation after arrival at the Sea-Tac airport to breakfast on the final

morning (including Victoria ferry).
● Emergency medical and evacuation insurance coverage

Flights, airport transfers on arrival and departure, tips, other meals, snacks, beverages
(e.g. coffee/tea, mineral water, alcohol, etc.) and other personal expenses are NOT
included.  Breakfasts the two mornings we stay at the lodge are not included. The cost
of any optional activities on the rest day is also not included.

The leaders will provide a detailed packing list when the trip gets closer.

The trip leaders will advise you as much as you need and will facilitate group travel.  At
this time, we estimate that the price for a round trip between the east coast and Seattle
will be roughly $600.

AMC’s standard Adventure Travel terms and conditions apply.   

REGISTRATION and CANCELLATION
To apply, you must complete and submit the application, which can be found online
here.  Mail the registration deposit of $800 to: Dan Stone at 54 Albemarle Avenue,
Lexington, MA 02420. All payments are by check and should be payable to the
Appalachian Mountain Club. You will not be accepted, and your check will not be
deposited until the leaders have determined by telephone conversation with you that the
trip is a good match for your interests and abilities. The final balance is due by April 15,
2022.  Deposit checks from waitlisted applicants will not be cashed unless a spot opens
and they confirm continued interest in joining the trip.

A participant may cancel without penalty any time before the trip is confirmed to run as
scheduled.  Once confirmation occurs, there is a minimum fee of $200 for cancelation. 
See the standard terms and conditions for additional information.
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This trip is likely to fill quickly. If you are interested, you should apply as soon as
possible. When registration is complete, we will send all participants the names,
addresses, and phone numbers of all those going on the trip.

In the unlikely event that the trip is cancelled because not enough acceptable
participants apply, everything you have paid will be refunded in full.

QUESTIONS and REQUESTING APPLICATION MATERIALS
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Dan or Michael. They can be
reached at: danstone987@gmail.com and wainer18@hotmail.com

Map Credit
The map in the prospectus is from the U.S. National Park Service, restoration/cleanup
by Matt Holly, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons, Redline by Michael Wainer.

TRIP LEADER

Dan Stone is a three-season
leader with the AMC Boston
Hiking Committee. He has led or
co-led AMC adventure travel
trips to the Grand Tetons,
Yosemite, Albania, Colorado and
the Alsace in France. He has
completed the 48 NH 4,000
footers in winter and hiked the
entire Appalachian Trail mostly
as a series of day hikes.  He has
traveled extensively, visiting 49
states and over 60 countries. 
With a few exceptions, he has designed all his travel adventures himself, as well
as coordinating many trips with friends to tackle the AT.   Dan is an avid photographer,
has had hiking photos published in calendars and books, and has won first place in the
AMC photo contest three times.  He designed and led a series of AMC hiking weekends
that incorporate photography.  He enjoys sharing his photos and knowledge of
photography with others.  
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ASSOCIATE LEADER

Michael Wainer is a new Adventure Travel
Associate leader who recently co-led a hike
with Carl Rosenthal in Kings
Canyon/Sequoia National Parks. Michael
has been leading hikes and weekend trips
with the AMC Boston Chapter Family
Outings Group since 2016 and hikes at
AMC August Camp (Mt. Rainier & Little
Lyford in ME). He has been a participant
on six different AT trips: The Jungfrau in
Switzerland, The Beara Peninsula in
Ireland, The AV1 in the Italian Dolomites,
Nepal and part of the Peaks of the Balkan
trail in Albania, Montenegro and Kosovo.
Michael has completed the NH 48 4K and is working on his second round. He has
SOLO Advanced Wilderness First Aid and CPR certifications. In 2015 he was
diagnosed with celiac disease, which requires a gluten-free diet.  He has learned to
travel around the world (some remote and strenuous trips) while managing his diet
restrictions. He is sensitive to diet issues and enjoys helping others travel without
having to worry about whether they can be safe and comfortable on a trip.
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