
 
 
 

Spain and Morocco Discovery Tour 
Bridging Europe and Africa 

Trip #2326  from April 12-22, 2023 

 

Chefchaouen, Morocco photo by Joan Chambers 
 

TRIP OVERVIEW 

Join us on a unique hiking tour that combines two countries and two continents in the same journey, 
bridging Europe with Africa! Tour highlights include Southern Spain´s Andalusian region and further explorations 
across the Straits of Gibraltar into the Kingdom of Morocco. It includes a wide range of attractive hikes, 
comfortable hotels, tasty authentic dishes, superb wines, transfers in air-conditioned vehicles, and a high level 
of personal attention by your guiding team. 
 
Tour with us through Southern Spain’s finest countryside as we 
visit historic city monuments, National Parks, charming pueblos, 
and stunning coastal and beachside locations. From bandit hide-a-
ways to pirate coves and the impressive inland rural areas such as 
Ronda and the Grazalema UNESCO Bio Reserve, we introduce you 
to the finest features of the south. First time in Spain? This is very 
much a local guide´s choice tour. The daily pace is balanced with 
inspiring hikes through beautiful countryside. We use our private 
coach for visits as well as daily hikes with our guide in towns, some 
countryside areas, and of course the coastline. 
 
The days in Morocco allow us to explore North Africa´s stunning nature and urban landscapes, offering glimpses 
of rural life and how the indigenous Berber people go about their daily lives balancing both traditional and modern 
ways.  Chefchaouen village, considered one of Morocco´s most desirable destinations, is painted with many shades 
of blue. Our comfortable lodgings next to the old quarter (medina) guarantee comfort and relaxation. Our daily 
hikes, visits to historic and cultural sites, and interactions with local people will give you authentic local 
experiences. 
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Morocco is a diverse and open society with engaging people who have been hosting visitors from all nationalities 
for over 50 years. In 1786, Morocco signed a treaty of peace and friendship with the United States, which remains 
the longest unbroken relationship in US history. 
 

TRIP DIFFICULTY 
This trip is rated 3-4 (easy-moderate) which requires a fair amount of hiking experience. This is not a trip for 
someone beginning hiking. Your experience should include hiking 5-7 miles on multiple consecutive days with 
the ability to handle temperature extremes, unexpected rain, and uneven terrain such as dirt paths and 
cobblestones. Here is the AMC Trip Rating System. 
 

TOUR ITINERARY 
Tuesday, April 11     Departure from USA 
You can organize your flight for departure from the USA today to arrive in 
Spain the following morning.  
 

Wednesday, April 12     Arrival in Málaga, Andalucia, Spain 
Our trip begins! Bienvenido to Málaga, the home of Pablo Picasso and a 
rich Moorish influence that is evident in the street life and architecture. 
Today is open for adjusting to the time zone and exploring Málaga´s city 
center and beach areas on your own before meeting the rest of the 
group. The transfer from the Málaga Airport (AGP) to our hotel is not 
provided, but a taxi will get you there in about 15 minutes. This evening is 

our welcome dinner and orientation with our guiding team. Overnight for one night in Málaga´s Historic Quarter 
at Hotel Don Curro or similar, 3 stars. Welcome dinner is included. 
 

Thursday, April 13     Málaga to Estepona 
This morning we have a guided walking visit of Málaga´s historic 
quarter that includes Picasso´s birthplace, the Roman Ampitheatre, 
the Cathedral, and insights to the Málagense lifestyle and it´s rich 
Moorish history. We’ll ride to Estepona for 1 hour 20 minutes this 
afternoon. Estepona is considered the “green lung” of the Spanish 
southern coast. The streets are adorned with colorful potted plants 
and art on the buildings that leaves us awe-inspired. If time permits, 
we´ll walk around Estepona to view its wonderful street art and visit 
the Orchidarium, or Orchid House. Walking is on town streets, no 
significant elevation, about 2 miles and 3 hours. For the next 3 nights 
we plan to stay at the Beachside hotel H10 Estepona Palace Spa or  
similar, 4 stars. Group breakfast and dinner are included. 

 

Friday, April 14     Hiking Casares (traditional white village) 
Today we´ll hike in Casares, a lovely hilltop village in Málaga´s 
interior where little has changed since the Middle Ages. Our private 
coach will escort us through the charming countryside with stops  
to see the landscape of Moorish roots from centuries ago, including 
glimpses of Roman ruins from the period of Julius Ceasar. Hiking 
today will be 7-8 miles and 4-5 hours total, spread over the rural 
countryside, cork forests, and village exploration with about 800 ft. 
elevation gain. Overnight at the same hotel in Estepona. Group 
breakfast and picnic lunch are included. 

https://www.outdoors.org/outdoor-activities/difficulty-ratings
https://www.outdoors.org/adventures/trip-rating/
http://www.hoteldoncurro.com/
http://www.orchidariumestepona.com/
http://www.h10hotels.com/es/hoteles-costa-del-sol/h10-estepona-palace
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Saturday, April 15     Ronda & Grazalema National Park 
Today we hike in the wonderful mountain region of Ronda 
with it´s famous bridges and charming architecture in the 
beautiful natural setting of the UNESCO biosphere of 
Grazalema. On our hike we will witness what inspired both 
Hemingway and Orson Wells: the dramatic natural scenery of 
Ronda´s gorge and the wonderful nature surrounding it 
including vineyards, olive groves, and ranches. About 3.7 miles, 
450 ft. elevation gain, 3-4 hours. Overnight at the same hotel 
in Estepona. Group breakfast and picnic lunch are included.  
 

Sunday, April 16     Tarifa – The Costa del Luz  
(The Coast of Light) 
Today we ride 1 hour 20 minutes to Tarifa, the most 
southerly tip of continental Europe, where we´ll visit 
the Roman ruins of Bolonia. Enjoy a coastal hike to 
the dunes of Punta Paloma, where the 
Mediterranean meets the Atlantic just a few miles 
across from Africa´s imposing Rif Mountains.  
Beach and dunes hike today, 100 ft. elevation gain, 
3-4 miles, 4 hours. Stay overnight in Tarifa´s historic 
quarter in Hostal Alameda. Breakfast, picnic lunch, 
dinner included. 

 

Monday, April 17     Morocco – Tangier to Cape 
Spartel to Chefchaouen 
This morning take a 45-minute ferry to Africa across 
the Straits of Gibraltar while looking for whales. We’ll 
walk through Tangier´s colourful medina with its 
unique doorways and arches, followed by a scenic bus 
ride to Cape Spartel, Africa´s most north westerly 
point. Then we travel approximately 3 hours to finish 
our journey in Chefchaouen, our home for the next 
four nights. Walk today 2 miles, 2.5 hours, 150 ft. 
elevation. We’ll sleep at Hotel Dar Ech Chaouen,  
4 stars. Breakfast, lunch and dinner are included. 

Tuesday, April 18     Chefchaouen, Morocco – 
Medina Tour & Hiking 

This morning visit the bustling markets and community 
of Chefchaouen. Our local guide introduces us to 
´Chaouen´ also known as The Blue City. We will hike 
around the medina and up to the Spanish Mosque, then 
go out to the surrounding countryside where families 
still grind wheat by hand and dry figs and tomatoes on 
the roofs of their simple homes. This afternoon you may 
try out a local Haman (Turkish Bath) or enjoy shopping in 
the lively ´souks´ or markets. Our walking today is  
4 hours, 3-4 miles, 750 ft. elevation gain. Overnight in 
the same hotel. Group breakfast and lunch are included. 

https://en.unesco.org/biosphere/eu-na/sierra-grazalema
https://en.unesco.org/biosphere/eu-na/sierra-grazalema
http://www.hostalalameda.com/en/
https://www.booking.com/hotel/ma/dar-echchaouen.html
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Wednesday, April 19     Chefchaouen, Morocco – 
Talessemtane National Park Visit 
This morning we travel to Akchour and Talessemtane 
National Park, a 45-minute drive, for a glimpse of the 
remote Rif Berber villages and stunning natural scenery.  
We may even spot Barbary Apes and birds of prey in 
pristine natural surroundings. This region is famous for 
hiking. Access to the swimming ponds and waterfalls of the 
canyon are part of our hiking program today. We’ll hike 
about 5 miles total, 4-5 hours, 500 ft. elevation gain. 
Overnight in the same hotel. Breakfast and lunch are 
included. 
 
 

Thursday, April 20     Hiking the Merchkala 
Village Circuit 
Today our hike brings us to the wonderful Rif 
Mountains less explored by tourists, offering an 
opportunity to visit some non-profit foundation 
projects and  volunteer work done in this part of  
North Africa. We´ll have a chance to meet local  
adults and children along our hiking route on some 
unexplored countryside tracks away from the tourist 
areas. Hiking today is 3 miles, 3 hours, 250 ft. elevation 
gain. Overnight in the same hotel in Chefchaouen.  
Breakfast, lunch, and dinner are included. 

 
 
Friday, April 21     Straights of Gibraltar to 
Benalmadena to Málaga (Final Night) 
This morning after breakfast we return to the 
port of Tangier for our return high speed boat 
journey to Spain and then continue to 
Benalmadena, a 1 hour 30 minute drive, for a 
final night on the coast near the Málaga 
airport. Our late afternoon arrival may allow 

last-minute souvenir shopping and perhaps a Flamenco performance (pending availability). We’ll have our 
farewell dinner while sipping ‘Málaga Dulce’, the classic apertif of our region. Overnight at Hotel Melia Costa  
Del Sol, a 4 star seaside hotel with a quick 15-minute transfer to the airport tomorrow. Group breakfast, travel 
lunch, and farewell dinner are included. 
 

Saturday, April 22     Departure 
Depart Málaga for home or onward travel in the region. From the hotel there are a number of efficient transport 
services to take you the 15 minutes to Málaga International Airport (AGP) or the highspeed AVE Train station in 
Málaga that connects to all major hubs in Spain and Europe. Transfers from the hotel to the Málaga Airport 
(AGP) or train station are not provided on this day, but we can assist you with your booking arrangements. 
Breakfast is included. 
 
 
 

https://www.melia.com/es/hoteles/espana/torremolinos/melia-costa-del-sol/index.html
https://www.melia.com/es/hoteles/espana/torremolinos/melia-costa-del-sol/index.html
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ACCOMMODATIONS, MEALS, TRANSPORTATION, WEATHER 
 
Accommodations 
We provide 10 nights in high quality hotels located in specially selected regions. All hotels have WIFI available, 
and some have a swimming pool or are beachside. The trip cost is based on double occupancy. A limited number 
of single rooms are available for an additional €525 Euros. We will accept reservations from single applicants 
and the leaders will help find a roommate for you. The leaders reserve the right to change roommates.  
 

Meals 
The trip cost includes 10 breakfasts, 8 lunches, and 6 dinners. Group dinners typically include a choice of starters, 
main courses, and a dessert. Wine or beer (in Spain) and mineral water are always provided. In Morocco we will 
bring our own wine or buy it locally. Some of the lunches will be packed for carrying on the trail or ferry. Breakfasts 
are traditionally buffet style with a variety of options. There are 4 dinners and 1 lunch where you will have the 
option to explore local cafés or restaurants on your own or in small groups and discover the local cuisine; please 
refer to the itinerary to see when group meals are not included. When a meal is not arranged as a group meal, 
our local guide can offer suggestions for where to eat. 
 

Transportation 
This trip begins and ends in Málaga, Spain. On tour days we have a private minibus for our use. We will cross the 
Straits of Gibraltar on a 45-minute high-speed ferry that is modern, safe, and comfortable. The ferry has café 
services and bathrooms. Passengers may stand in the outdoor area of the ferry to watch for whales and dolphins 
during the crossings. 
 

Weather 
The weather is relatively consistent with mid-60s during days, mid-50s at nights, and about 5 rainy days per month. 
 
 

TRIP PRICE 

The AMC Member price is $3900. The non-member price is $4000. AMC membership is only $50 for an 
individual or $75 for a family (2022 prices). To join the AMC, click here. A deposit of $1,500 is due with the 
application. The final payment of $2400 is due October 1, 2022. 
 
Price includes: 

o 10 nights lodging with double occupancy rooms in selected hotels 
o All group ground transport in a private coach, as in the itinerary 
o Two high-speed ferry rides across the Straits of Gibraltar between Europe and Africa 
o 10 breakfasts, 8 lunches, and 6 dinners; dinners include wine 
o Bilingual local guides and two AMC leaders 
o All local taxes, administrative fees, and park entrance fees 
o Basic tips for all included meals, coach drivers, and guides 
o AMC basic emergency medical and evacuation insurance 

 
Price does not include: 

o 1 lunch and 4 dinners; beverages that are not included 
o Airfare (or other transportation) to/from Málaga in Spain 
o Taxi between airport and hotel, approx. $25 each way 
o Supplemental travel and cancellation insurance 
o Single accommodations at €525  

  

https://www.outdoors.org/join/
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OUR ROUTE IN SPAIN AND MOROCCO 
Google map by Joan and Cliff Chambers 
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APPLICATION PROCESS 
 
The group is limited to a maximum of 16 participants and two leaders. To sign up for this trip, apply online and 
mail a deposit check of $1,500 payable to the Appalachian Mountain Club to Robin Melavalin, 48 Pattee Road, 
East Falmouth MA 02536. Upon receipt of your application and a deposit check, one of the leaders will contact 
you to discuss the trip. 
 

CANCELLATION AND OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

 
Until the trip is confirmed to run on schedule, you may cancel with a full refund of your trip deposit.  From July 
1, 2022 through April 12, 2023, the minimum cancellation fee is $200.  For additional cancellation terms, please 
carefully read the AMC Adventure Travel Standard Terms and Conditions, as they are an integral part of this 
prospectus. 

 
YOUR TRIP LEADERS  
 

Leader Robin Melavalin 
 

Robin has been involved with educational travel for over 25 years working with 
college students and faculty. She has led a variety of AMC Adventure Travel trips 
including trekking in Morocco, Nepal, Patagonia, Bavarian Alps, and to the  
summit of Mount Kilimanjaro (19,341 feet) in Tanzania, as well as kayaking in the 
Sea of Cortés in Mexico. Her research and personal travels include Cuba, Kenya, 
Cabo Verde, Nicaragua, China, Russia, Uzbekistan, Bali, Costa Rica, Azores, 
Ecuador, and the Galapagos Islands. She has certifications in CPR and Wilderness 
First Responder. Photography, kayaking and conservation are some of her special 
interests.   
 

robinoutdoors@gmail.com   617-780-5362 
 

 
Associate Leader Debra Taylor 
 
Debra is a long distance hiker who also enjoys centrally based day hike 
adventures. She has thru hiked the Appalachian Trail, the Pacific Crest Trail,  
and Vermont’s Long Trail. She has completed the New England 100 highest.  
Her favorite places to hike and backpack are the Camino Frances, all of the  
PCT, and regionally in MA and the Whites. She is a planner/dreamer who likes  
to blend active outdoor excursions with cultural appreciation. Her goal is to  
create an extraordinary shared experience that leaves room for spontaneity. 
 
debraotaylor@comcast.net    978-732-6336 
 
 

 
Photos of Spain and Morocco are from Matt Butler, our outfitter. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=1WPPEIVo2067f46l1-dGysVC41-Gq9pDnAXpJgXw1SVUQ09ETTlXSVY5RDVJTEtXRDlGNlE4RlJQOS4u
https://cdn.outdoors.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/29101748/ATC-Terms-and-Conditions.pdf
mailto:robinoutdoors@gmail.com
mailto:debraotaylor@comcast.net
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